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This report (in 1l volumes) has been prepared at the request 
of the Federal/Provincial/Territorial Ministers Responsible 
for the Status of Women. At their annual meeting in 1983, 
Ministers directed officials at the three levels of 
government to undertake a process that would eventually 
provide an integrated program of response to the problem of 
Ware Dattering. This is an accounting of how governments 
have responded to that first set of initiatives accepted by 
Ministers at their 1984 meeting. This report is to be 
tabled for discussion by Ministers at their June 1986 


meeting. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


De. Solicitor General, Canada should assist the Province in 
assessing the needs of rural women to determine the 
best avenue for making emergency shelter available and 
to determine the barriers to legal protection. 


INITIATIVES 


- Solicitor General, Canada has funded a feasibility 
study for a community based family violence 
intervention program for the West Prince region of the 
province. The proposal involves public education 
activities, a crisis line, volunteer interveners and 
community contacts, emergency shelter, self-help 
support groups, and therapeutic counselling groups for 
men who batter. A local steering committee has been 
established to pursue the proposals. 


- Through another contract of Solicitor, General, Canada 
all victims of wife assault in the province will be 
interviewed over a 2-year period to assess services 
needed and report improvement in services being 
provided. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


Bie The Department of Health and Social Services should 
undertake an examination of alternate funding for 
Anderson House with particular attention to grant or 
block funding. This funding should reflect: 


ila) stable and adequate core funding; 


2) administrative costs for efficient operation of 
the shelter and recording of information, for 
statistical analysis; and 


34) costs forea child« care? program. 


INITIATIVES 


- ThetManistereof- Health! andeSocaal Servecesemet with the 
board of Transition House Association, which operates 
AndersonvHouse, oOThesestatussofethis asseciataon,,, and 
other community service groups, will be studied soon to 
identify what is needed to bring their funding up to a 
level. that provides a stable funding: base. 7 na the 
interim-any deficitawill belicoveredtande therehildscare 
worker position wills besmaintaineds 


- Formal arrangements to maintain stable funding are 
needed. Also the development officer/public education 
position, currently funded iby Secretary of State, needs 
to be absorbed in future as part of the core funding 
base. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


4, The Department of Health and Social Services should 
initiate dialogue with the Transition House 
Association, which operates Anderson House, to develop 
and establish service delivery standards, clarify roles 


and expectations, differentiate 


short and long term 


goals and develop a protocol of response, 


INITIATIVES 


- Transition House Association is 
material in preparation for the 
for a stable funding base to be 
by the Department of Health and 
recommendation #3). 


assembling background 
study of requirements 
conducted in June, 1985 
Social Services (see 


Liaison has been established between the Team Leader of 


Anderson House and the Intake Supervisor of Social 
Services. This has helped to clarify roles and 
responsibilities and improved co-ordination at the case 


level. 


will have to be identified. 


The long term needs of Transition House Association 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


a The Department of Health and Social Services should 
develop operating policies specific to the battered 
spouse. 

INITIATIVES 


The Department of Health and Social Services has 
established the policy that women staving at the 
transition house are to be considered financially 
independent for the needs test (Emergency Application 
Form): required to cost share under CAP. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


6. 


The Department of Health and Social Services should 
develop in-service education programme on the dynamics 
of battering, and the special problems of engaging a 
victim client in problem solving. Also workers need 
education on the legal resources available so that they 
reinforce rather than confuse the client. 


INITIATIVES 


The Department of Justice has organized a series of 1 
day interdisciplinary staff training workshops on 
family violence. Four workshops have been held in 
different areas of the province. Department of Health 
and Social Services was represented on the planning 
committee. 


The Interagency Committee on Domestic Violence meets 
monthly and brinas together representatives of 
government departments (Education, Justice, Social 
Services) and community agencies for an exchange of 
information, discussion, feedback and problem solving 
in the complex issue of domestic violence, 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


ae The P.E.I. Department of Health and Social Services 
with the assistance of the P.E.I. Housing Corporation 
should undertake a study of women leaving Anderson 
House to determine the housing needs, the availability 
of housing, and to determine if housing problems 
influence the decision for immediate return to the 
family home. Some women may require longer term 
transitional housing following emergency shelter. A 
study could determine the most effective means of 
meeting the housing needs of assaulted women. 


INITIATIVES 


- Solicitor General, Canada 1S) providing a contract 
position to assist the Minister of Justice's Committee 
on, Victims "of (Crime, to monitor, document tand report on 
its efforts to implement recommendations on services to 
victims. Several recommendations are specific to wife 
battering and all victims of wife assault in the 
province will be interviewed over a 2 year period to 
assess services needed and report improvement in 
sexvices’ being provided Victine widliebetidentified 
from police and transition house files. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


8. The P.E.I. Hospital Services Commission should 
encourage the development of hospital emergency 
out-patient protocols in response to the battered 
victim, including women battered by their partners. 

INITIATIVES 


A Committee which represents a wide range of service 
agencies including hospitals, Anderson House, Social 
Services, Justice and the Hospital Services Commission, 
is preparing a hospital protocol for the battered 
victim.) It will be presented to the hospitals tofithe 
province for their consideration and implementation. 


In order to successfully implement the protocol the 
committee recognizes the need for education/in-service 
training for health care professionals. A training 
outline and instructional package will be developed for 
they protocol ; 


The hospital protocol for battered victims is being 
developed. In its final stages, the recommendations 
will also apply to the physically and mentally frail as 
well as the victims of child abuse including sexual 
abuse. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


oF The Department of Health and Social Services should 
encourage special training on the subject of wife 
battering to health professionals (doctors, nurses, 
mental health workers), both in-service and in 
professional training programs. 


INITIATIVES 


- The education/in-service training for health= care 
professionals to implement a hospital protocol will 
address this recommendation (see recommendation #8). 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


20.2 


The Department of Justice should ensure that wife 
assaults are recorded in a manner that permits 
retrieval of the information from police and court 
records. This information will provide an accurate 
picture so that the criminal justice system can respond 
to the problems of providing legal protection to 
assaulted wives. 


INITIATIVES 


The RCMP have been monitoring the recording of assaults 
Since Julv 1984. The Uniform Crime Reporting System 
was tested a year later, in the summer of 1985. 


Municipal police are doing some monitoring and changing 
Lepeortaing Forms. 


Solicitor General, Canada is providing a)contract 
position to assist the Minister of Justice's Committee 
on Victims of Crime. One of the researcher's tasks is 
touuse police, files, tosidentity, victamsuos wine 
battering and through interviews examine sentencing 
patterns and decisions not to charge. 


Police forces need to record assaults in a uniform 
manner and record the relationship of victim and 
offender. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


ll. Key justice personnel (including judges, prosecutors, 
and police) should develop an approach to wife assault 
offenders that permits the best possible intervention 
against continued assault. 

INITIATIVES 


A letter was sent to provincial court judges supporting 
COuULeE Tererrals to ‘Turning? Pointe. a pLogramsa Lonamen 
who batter. 


A decentralized service for offenders, such as the 


iLTurninguroint’ program, needc to bes previded to other 
areas of the province’ 


The Crown and judges must have an opportunity for 
input. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


BZ 


A service to provide information, support and services 
through the justice process is needed. The draft 
report of the Study for the Planning of Victim 
Assistance Services in P.E.I., March, 1984, pays 
special attention to wife assault victims. 
Implementation of the recommendations will begin to 
address the information and support needs. 


INITIATIVES 


A committee on Victims of Crime has been established to 
implement the recommendations wherever possible. 
Representatives of government, police, courts, and 
community serve on the committee, including a Status of 
Women official and a staff person from Transition House 
Association. 


Ten of the 21 recommendations in this study deal with 
wife battering; several are similar to the 
recommendations contained in the provincial report on 
wife battering. 


At first, the committee progressed slowly but, with the 
establishment of sub-committees the pace increased and 

now, a handbook of ‘services available to crime victims 
on’ P. EVI. is: available ctor ipolice: use ¥ittherconnit cee 

is also studying what procedures would best provide the 
victim with case progress information. 


A report of the committee's progress has been prepared 
for the Minister of Justice. 


To assist the committee on Victims of Crime a 
researcher (contract position) is monitoring the 
implementation and impact of recommendations in the 
study, the committee process involved and, 
specifically, with respect to wife battering, the 
recommendations having a bearing on wife assault and 
sexual assault. This is being accomplished by 
interviewing all adult victims over a 2 year period. 


The information to be obtained through this process 
will be critical to the successful implementation of 
services for the victims of wife battering. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


25, hes 


In addition to legal protection in the criminal matter 
of assault, women assaulted by their spouses must be 
assured legal services in the family law area. The 
P.E.I. Department of Justice should assure adequate 
funding to Legal Aid to ensure that battered women have 
access to full legal services in the family law area. 


INITIATIVES 


Theareport: of the. Studs, form tthevPleanning of Victim 
Assistance Services in P.E.1., March 19845) recommended 
that the P.E.I. Department of Justice conduct a review 
of the P.E.I. Legal Aid program with consideration 
being given to the needs of wife assault victims. The 
Committee has met with the director of the program to 
discuss the situation. 


Alternate and/or additional funding must be obtained 
for the Legal Aid program. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


14. The Department of Education should develop a Family 
Living course’ to! ineLude! ‘such? topiics:asetathe sole of 
men and women in society and the family, parenting 
skills, constructive problem-solving, conflict 
Management, stress reduction techniques and anger 
control. The Family Living course should be taught as 
part of the core program at the junior high level 
(grades 7-9). Such a course could be a component of 
the guidance or health programs at this level. 


INITIATIVES 


= All family living curriculum materials are under review 
by a committee struck by the Minister of Education. 
Any additions to the course material will have to await 
the report of this committee. 


= The P.E.I. Interagency Committee on Family Violence has 
sought permission to present a brief. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


15. The Department of Education should encourage school 
boards to incorporate the topics of husband-wife 
relationships, sex roles and domestic violence, in 
existing courses, where appropriate, at the senior high 
level (grades 10-12). These courses should be equally 
available to male and female students in all schools. 
The Family Living component of the senior high Home 
Economics course offers a starting point since it 
already contains some of these topics and is 
provincially authorized curriculum. 


INITIATIVES 


= All family living curriculum materials are under review 
by a committee struck by the Minister of Education. 
Any additions to the course material will have to await 
the freport tefsthisscommittee: 


- The P.E.I. Interagency Committee on Family Violence has 
sought permission to present a brief. 


1984 RECOMMENDATION 


6 


The Provincial Government should develop programs for 
radio and television designed to inform the public 
about the nature and extent of the problem of wife 
battering and stating clearly that wife battering is a 
criminal offence. 


INITIATIVES 


The Ontario Women's Directorate has developed four 
thirty-second radio spots for community awareness and 
outreach to battered women. With the approval of the 
Ontario Directorate, these spots could be made 
available for use in P.EvI. Tt would be necessary to 
change the local information tag in a professional 
manner. 


The Interagency Committee on Domestic Violence is 
considering how the spots can be used most effectively 
and what arrangements would have to be made to handle 
the response; 


ADDITIONAL WORK 
Ae Family Violence Workshop for Clergy, May 2, 1985. 


ae Comprehensive training program: for police officers 
aimed at increasing the quality and range of 
services offered to victims of crime. 


The purpose of the workshop is to increase awareness 
about the nature and extent of family violence, discuss 
the educational role of the church in prevention, and 
provide information on crisis intervention and 
referral. 


Holland College Police Academy for the Atlantic 
provinces are running a 3-day training program in May. 
The thrust will be attitudinal. 
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